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By Stars and Stripes
Tech. Sgt. Thomas Mueller fled into the

German woods Oct. 3, 1996, and shot
himself in the head rather than face a
court-martial for a faulty aircraft repair
that led to the death of an Air Force fight-
er pilot.

Now a military review board has lev-
eled harsh criticism against Air Force
leadership, partly cleared Mueller’s name
and acknowledged that he and another
mechanic from Spangdahlem Air Base,
Germany, were made low-ranking scape-
goats.

“Sufficient relevant evidence has been
presented to demonstrate the existence of
probable error or injustice,’’ the Air Force
Board of Correction for Military Records
concluded in a two-page ruling March 17.

“In all fairness, how can an enlisted
mechanic out in the field be held solely
and totally culpable for a problem the Air
Force had been aware of for nearly 10
years and done little to rectify?’’ the
three-member board said in reference to
problems with the installation of flight
control rods.

The board also corrected a military per-
formance report in which endorsements
by two of Mueller’s senior commanders
found him at fault for the F-15 Eagle’s
crash at the base.

The board’s decision came as a relief to
the Mueller family. “We’re very surprised

— positively surprised,’’ said Sabine
Dalianis, Mueller’s sister, who lives near
Frankfurt, Germany.

“I’m very glad to find that at least
somebody in the Air Force is working
professionally.”

Fred Bauer, an Alexandria, Va., attor-
ney who represented the Muellers in their
records board petition, was astonished as
well.

“I’m just bowled over,’’ Bauer said.
He said he had expected that the board

would support his case without admitting
the Air Force did anything wrong.

“In this day and age, where public offi-
cials never admit they’ve been wrong, no
matter how overwhelming the evidence,
the board showed tremendous moral
courage,” Bauer said.

Mueller was one of two mechanics do-
ing maintenance on the F-15 at Spang-
dahlem in May 1995. The other mechan-
ic, Tech. Sgt. William Campbell, acciden-
tally crossed the aircraft’s flight control
rods while reinstalling them, making the
plane impossible to control in the air.

Mueller checked Campbell’s work but
did not notice the error. The aircraft sub-
sequently crashed, killing Maj. Donald
Lowry Jr. After Mueller shot himself dur-
ing a break in court proceedings, the Air
Force dropped charges against Campbell
and gave him a general discharge under
honorable conditions. 

By Washington Post
WASHINGTON — With

the Paula Jones case dis-
missed, an overwhelming ma-
jority of Americans say inde-
pendent counsel Kenneth W.
Starr should move to conclude
his investigation of President
Clinton, according to a new
Washington Post Poll.

A strong majority of those
surveyed said the charges
Starr is investigating — per-
jury, intimidation of witnesses
and obstruction of justice —
represent serious allegations.
But there appears to be no
strong appetite for removing
Clinton from office, even if
Starr produces convincing ev-

idence of wrongdoing. How-
ever, only a fraction of those
surveyed said Clinton should
escape completely if the
charges prove true.

Ronald Martin, 58, of
Lawrence, Mass., said he pre-
ferred a reprimand by Con-
gress to impeachment if there
is proof of wrongdoing. “I

think it would hurt the coun-
try,” Martin said of impeach-
ment. “Let him finish out his
term.

“I don’t think it warrants re-
moval from office unless
something else more serious
is there.”

Most Americans believe Starr should wrap it up 

Family of
airman still
in mourning

By Stars and Stripes
Thomas Mueller was a fisher-

man, even in death.
His dream was to finish his 20

years in the Air Force, retire and
build a fishing tour business with
his father on the Florida coast.

“Gone fishing, love Thomas,”
Mueller wrote to his wife, Rosa, be-
fore dawn on Oct. 3, 1996, the day
after learning that his court-mar-
tial had been indefinitely delayed.

The technical sergeant also wrote
a note of sorrow to the family of the
Air Force pilot who was killed at
Spangdahlem Air Base, Germany,
after a jet mechanic accidentally
crossed the flight control rods of
the pilot’s F-15 Eagle and Mueller
failed to notice the mistake. 

‘I know I am going to Heaven,’’
he wrote, “and in Heaven I cannot
hurt anyone else; not even by acci-
dent.”

Then he drove out alone to his fa-
vorite fly-fishing stream near Sem-
bach Air Base, Germany. He evad-
ed searchers in the woods for near-
ly 12 hours and, at dusk, put the
barrel of a gun to his head and
pulled the trigger.

Board partly clears
airman in F-15 crash

Related story, Page 4
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WASHINGTON (AP) — The former
CIA spy now charged with espionage and
extortion was sometimes overzealous
about his work and had policy disputes
with his superiors that led to his down-
fall, his ex-wife said Saturday.

“When you go into the agency, they
make you feel a part of the family,” said
Madeline Libre, who was married to
Douglas Fred Groat for 28 years. “When
they have no more use for you, ... they
throw you out the door.”

Libre and Groat were separated in Oc-
tober 1994, 1 1/2 years after the CIA
placed him on administrative leave, a sta-
tus that meant he continued to collect a
paycheck but was not allowed into the of-
fice.

“You can’t put people in to the position
of feeling like you belong and just throw
you by the side,” Libre said in an inter-
view Saturday from her rural Manassas,
Va., home.

Groat pleaded innocent Friday to four
counts of espionage and one of attempt-
ing to extort more than $500,000 from
the CIA. He is accused of telling two un-
specified foreign governments that U.S.
intelligence had broken their secret codes
after the United States refused to pay
him.

Groat was fired from the CIA in 1996,
five months after the alleged extortion at-
tempt.

Officials would not say why Groat was
originally put on leave. But Groat’s ex-
wife and brother said he was punished for
advocating a policy change that his supe-

riors opposed. They would not specify
the nature of the dispute.

“It was simply because he didn’t want
to give up on what he felt would be bet-
ter policy,” said Libre, 51, who was di-
vorced from her high-school sweetheart
in 1996.

The Washington Times reported Satur-
day that Groat’s arrest followed a seven-
year dispute with the agency over a
botched operation in July 1990 to break
into a foreign embassy overseas.

Quoting an unidentified intelligence of-
ficial familiar with the case, the newspa-
per said the FBI started a counterintelli-
gence investigation of Groat in 1993 after
he refused to take a polygraph test about
a compromised agency operation. He was
fired in 1996 for refusing to take the lie
detector test and for taking classified in-
formation home.

Libre agreed that the official reason
Groat was fired was involvement in a
compromised operation and his refusal of
the polygraph test afterwards. She said he
did that because he feared the results
would be manipulated and used against
him.

But she insists the policy dispute was at
the heart of his punishment. Grout took
his views through the chain of command,
including to the agency’s inspector gen-
eral’s office.

“He can be a little overzealous, and I
don’t mean that as a negative term,” she
said.

On Saturday, a CIA spokesman refused
comment.

Family charges that CIA
trampled on mole suspect

A L B U Q U E R Q U E ,
N.M. (AP) — The Energy
Department’s new open-
ness about nuclear wea-
pons was an eye-opener
even for those on the
scene when the first atom
bomb went off.

A group of those in-
volved in World War II-
era nuclear development
gathered Friday at the Na-
tional Atomic Museum on
Kirtland Air Force Base to
remember U.S. atomic

bomb testing and to view
recently declassified his-
torical films.

Several film clips were
shown in the museum’s
halls, where the veterans
sat among bomb replicas
and horrifying pictures of
the damage done by real
A-bombs. “This is the first
time I’m seeing a lot of
these films. And I was one
of the photographers,”
said Ben Benjamin, who
was a soldier assigned to

photograph the Trinity
Site in New Mexico where
the first atom bomb was
detonated. The group of
veterans worked in bomb
testing, photography, wea-
pons delivery methods
and environmental resto-
ration. The group was be-
ing honored over the
weekend as part of the En-
ergy Department’s move
toward openness in de-
classifying wartime docu-
ments and films.

Nuclear pioneers are paid tribute

Backers stage
march King
couldn’t finish

MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP) —
Friends and followers of Martin
Luther King Jr. marked the 30th
anniversary of his death Saturday
by finishing a march for justice he
never lived to complete.

King was murdered in Memphis
on April 4, 1968, while helping or-
ganize a strike by city sanitation
workers. A protest march, with
King in the lead, had been planned
four days later.

Saturday’s 4,000 marchers fol-
lowed much the same route the
original demonstration was to take.
The march was among several held
across the country Saturday to hon-
or King’s memory.

James Nelson, 34, carried a repli-
ca of the famous “I Am A Man”
sign favored by strikers in 1968.

“This is history and I want to be
part of it,” Nelson said. “I want to
make sure people my age ... don’t
forget the dream. I don’t want to let
Dr. King down.”

The Rev. Samuel “Billy” Kyles,
chief organizer of a series of an-
niversary events called “Pilgrimage
to Memphis,” led the marchers un-
der overcast skies with the Rev.
Jesse Jackson; Memphis Mayor
W.W. Herenton, the city’s first
elected black mayor; and Washing-
ton Mayor Marion Barry, a Mem-
phis native.
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By Los Angeles Times
BOSTON — As the dust settles from

legal decisions involving the president of
the United States and the Army’s top-
ranking enlisted man, women around the
country are debating the implications of
the highest-profile cases to surface since
the phrase “sexual harassment” entered
this nation’s legal and cultural lexicon.

Will the military ignore future accusa-
tions of misconduct because Sgt. Maj.
Gene McKinney last month was cleared
of all but one count against him? Does
the dismissal last week of Paula Corbin
Jones’ lawsuit against President Clinton
signal open season for sexual harass-
ment?

Will there be, wonders National Orga-
nization for Women President Patricia
Ireland, “a perception out there that every
boss gets one free feel?”

The court’s decision in the Jones case
should not change harassment policies
that companies currently have.

In fact, many sexual harassment ex-
perts say daily behavior in the workplace
has been changed permanently in recent
years as awareness of the problem has
grown. Nancy Bornn, a Santa Monica,

Calif., plaintiffs lawyer and management
consultant, said that in 1984, when she
brought her first sexual harassment case
against an employer, “no one was ever
fired for sexual harassment, even if you
had it on videotape.”

But now, Bornn said, when problems
arise, litigation-wary employers know
they must respond quickly, sometimes by
firing the suspected harasser. “That’s a
dramatic change, and it would never have
even been discussed as a consideration in
1984,” she said.

The jury, however, is still out on the
concerns being expressed by working
women.

Twenty years ago, harassment general-
ly was considered an unpleasant fact of
workplace life. But as legislatures and
courts established an employee’s right to
bring action against unwanted advances,
the days of “giving at the office” seemed
numbered.

As a result, some feminist legal schol-
ars shuddered when federal Judge Susan
Webber Wright ruled Wednesday that
Clinton’s deportment in the Jones case

was “boorish and offensive” if true — but
not illegal.

“When are people going to wake up
and see that emotional harm to a woman
is a compensable injury?” asked Jennifer
Drobac, a Santa Cruz, Calif., attorney
who specializes in sexual harassment law.

Both the McKinney and Clinton cases
placed sexual harassment on front pages.
“My fear,” Drobac said, “is that Ameri-
cans will say: ‘See, women really have
been going overboard, and this stuff is
not a problem, and it’s not actionable. So
relax, babe.’ “

But many employment lawyers and
other sexual harassment experts say
McKinney was cleared on all but one
count only because of the extraordinary
burden of proof needed in such cases in
military courts. If McKinney were an ex-
ecutive at a typical company and faced
similar charges from some of his female
subordinates, “There’s no way in the
world he would have walked away from
that. There was enough information there
that he was extraordinarily unprofession-
al or guilty of sexual harassment,” said
Monica Ballard, a Santa Monica consul-
tant on harassment and diversity.

Harassment cases set precedents

Unretired fear old age; reality not so bleak

ST. LOUIS (AP) — A towboat hauling
barges on the Mississippi River crashed
into a bridge near the St. Louis Arch Sat-
urday night. Three of the barges ran into
a docked riverboat casino with about
2,500 people on board, sending it adrift.

No one was reported seriously injured,
although five or six people required med-
ical treatment for chest pains, authorities
said.

The President on the Admiral riverboat
floated downstream for about 500 feet
before the towboat caught up with it and
held it in place against the river bank.
Other towboats were able to secure four
barges that broke loose, as well as the
eight barges that the towboat had to re-
lease to assist the casino. One of the
barges sank.

The towboat caught up with the casino,

which does not have a motor, when it was
about a half mile from another bridge,
Deputy Fire Chief George Horne said.

“I was playing the machines, and the
next thing I knew, there was a big boom,
like a big jerk,” said Paul Hudson, who
was on the casino.

“Everyone got scared. The first time it
hit, I got so scared and I fell on the floor.

“We’re just glad to be off.’’

Barge accident sends riverboat casino adrift

WASHINGTON (AP) —
Young and middle-aged
Americans worry about los-
ing their good health and
independence as they grow
old, but their elders report
that the reality of aging is-
n’t so bad, a new poll finds.

The poll, released Satur-
day by the Americans Dis-
cuss Social Security project,
found that people under
age 50 tend to be pes-

simistic compared with the
actual experiences of elder-
ly people and expect to rely
less on Social Security than
current retirees.

Unretired Americans also
overestimate the likelihood
of encountering problems
as they age. For example, 29
percent of people ages 18 to
34 expect to become depen-
dent on their children, but
only 8 percent of people

over 80 said that has actual-
ly happened to them.

About half of people un-
der age 50 expect a serious
illness to go along with ag-
ing, but only 32 percent of
people over age 80 have en-
countered that.

However, some of the ex-
pectations of young and
middle-aged people about
their retirement lifestyle
are unreasonably opti-

mistic, the survey found.
Nearly half — 48 percent

— of unretired adults said
they expect retirement will
be “a chance for a new be-
ginning.” Many expect to
learn new skills, travel
more and develop hobbies.
But nearly 60 percent of re-
tirees said their old age has
been either a continuation
of life before or “a step
down.”

Analysis



Page 4 Stripes April 5, 1998  

NEW HAVEN, Conn. (AP) — Gob-
bling down that handful of potato chips
when you’re under stress may have more
to do with hormones than hunger, ac-
cording to a preliminary study by Yale
University researchers.

The study, reported last week at a meet-
ing of the Society of Behavioral Medi-
cine in New Orleans, suggests a possible
genetic answer as to why some people,
especially women, eat more and gain
weight during times of high stress while
others eat less and lose weight.

The researchers examined the eating
habits of 60 women and measured the
levels of the hormone cortisol in their
saliva.

Scientists have known for some time
that when people experience stress, many
physiological changes occur, including a
change in heart rate and a flux in cortisol
levels. The question is what precipitates
changes in eating patterns.

“The study was really just a first step in
starting to help us untangle the biology
from the psychology,” said psychology
professor Kelly Brownell, director of the

Center for Eating and Weight Disorders
at Yale.

The test subjects — all healthy women
ranging in age from 30 to 45 — were giv-
en a variety of stressful tasks to perform
with unrealistic time constraints. The
tasks included counting backwards, try-
ing to solve an unsolvable puzzle, and
giving a speech.

During the tasks, the researchers peri-
odically measured cortisol in the
women’s saliva. After the exercises, the
women were allowed to snack without
restraint on high-fat or low-fat foods.

The researchers found that the women
who secreted the most cortisol ate the
most high-fat food after stress.

The women who didn’t eat any high-fat
food had secreted the least amount of
cortisol.

“Cortisol is linked both to emotions
and eating,” researcher Elissa Epel said.
“We know that during chronic stress, if
we have high cortisol and high insulin,
this combination tells the body to store
fat to stock up resources for hard times
ahead.”

Study links stress with
snacking among women

WASHINGTON (AP)
— With Paula Jones out of
the picture, the media
spotlight on Monica Lew-
insky will only intensify
and taint any future jury
pool, her lawyer said Sat-
urday.

Attorney William Gins-
burg’s worries were aired
amid news reports that
Ms. Lewinsky’s mother,
Marcia Lewis, was ques-
tioned for a third time by

investigators from the of-
fice of Whitewater prose-
cutor Kenneth Starr.

The questioning on Fri-
day, however, was infor-
mal and not before the
grand jury.

Ms. Lewis’s two appear-
ances before the grand ju-
ry in February left her dis-
traught and proved a pub-
lic-relations disaster for
Starr, whose tactics have
come under sharper scruti-

ny since then.
While his lighter hand

with Ms. Lewis on Friday
appeared intended to blunt
criticism, Starr was also
reinforcing his pledge to
press on with his investi-
gation of whether Presi-
dent Clinton and Ms. Lew-
insky lied about their rela-
tionship and whether Clin-
ton urged her to lie in the
Paula Jones sexual harass-
ment lawsuit.

Ginsburg: Spotlight will taint jury

Imagination,
creativity
in contest

WEST LAFAYETTE, Ind. (AP)
— If all went according to plan, the
toaster designed by students from
the University of Wisconsin-Madi-
son would heave two pieces of
bread hard enough to trigger a con-
traption made of pots, pans and
pulleys.

The purpose? To hit the snooze
button on an alarm clock.

If that sounds absurd, then it’s
just what judges at Saturday’s 10th
annual National Rube Goldberg
Machine Contest wanted.

The event gets its name from the
famous cartoonist known for draw-
ing vastly complicated machines
that performed simple tasks.

Every year, students from schools
across the country pool their tal-
ents and imaginations to keep
Goldberg’s spirit alive by designing
well-oiled models of immense inef-
ficiency.

Six schools were represented on
Saturday at Purdue University, the
school that began hosting the event
in 1988.

This year’s task was to create
something to shut off a snooze but-
ton. About 500 people, mainly
wide-eyed kids, came to see science
at its silliest.

Mike Forbes, part of the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin team, was con-
cerned about the efficacy, or lack
thereof, of his entry.

“Toasters aren’t meant to do
this,” he said, nervously huddling
over the wood-framed invention.

Four dead as planes collide over neighborhood
MARIETTA, Ga. (AP) — Fiery debris

rained down on a suburban neighborhood
Saturday after a private jet and single-en-
gine plane collided, killing at least five
people.

Both pilots and three passengers on the
jet were killed, said Preston Hicks, a
spokesman with the National Transporta-
tion Safety Board.

Although the jet’s flight plan showed

five people aboard, one of the passengers
never boarded the plane, Cobb County
police spokesman Robert Quigley said.
The smaller plane did not file a flight
plan.

Crews were searching for additional
victims, but were hampered by leaking
jet fuel and twisted wreckage.

“The (jet) is upside down and it is
crushed in its current location. So, we’re

having to raise the airplane ... and then
we’re having to open up the airplane in
order to get inside,” Hicks said.

The jet had just taken off from
Peachtree-DeKalb County Airport near
Atlanta en route to Harrisburg, Pa., when
it collided with the smaller plane at 3,000
to 4,000 feet, Hicks said. The smaller
plane was registered out of Cumming,
about 30 miles north of Atlanta.
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South Korea
to accept plan
for discussions

SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — Presi-
dent Kim Dae-jung said Sunday that
South Korea will accept a North Korean
proposal to reopen inter-Korea govern-
ment talks to discuss economic aid and
other issues.

In what appeared to be a major policy
change, North Korea proposed Saturday
that vice Cabinet minister-level officials
of the two sides meet in Beijing this
weekend.

The talks, if held, would be the first
South-North Korea government contact
since 1994 when deputy prime ministers
of the two sides met to prepare for the
first ever inter-Korea summit. The pro-
posed summit was canceled after the
death of the North’s leader, Kim Il Sung,
a few weeks before the meeting was to be
held. “South and North Korea will have
governmental talks for the first time in
years. It is a very significant change and
progress. We’ll not only accept the pro-
posal but also put our efforts to achieve
successful results,” Kim said at a news
conference held at Seoul’s airport upon
his return from an Asia-Europe summit
in London. Deputy Prime Minister Kang
In-duk immediately called a meeting of
security-related Cabinet ministers Sun-
day to discuss technicalities and other
problems related to the North Korean
proposal.

Sixty are feared dead in
Iranian village landslide

TEHRAN, Iran (AP)
— All 60 residents of a
remote Iranian village
were feared dead Sat-
urday after torrential
rain set off a landslide
that blanketed the to-
wn.

A helicopter rescue
team that made it to the
area Saturday was un-
able to find the village
of Abkennareh. Relief
officials said they fear-
ed it may have been
completely covered by
mud on Wednesday.

The helicopter could
not spend much time

searching because of
strong winds, which
earlier forced several
other helicopters to
turn back before mak-
ing it to the area.

Heavy rains have
turned roads into mud
and relief workers trav-
eling by foot to Abk-
ennareh called off their
efforts at nightfall, offi-
cials said, speaking on
condition of anonymity.

“The guess is that
there are no survivors
in the village,” said
Nourallah Mousavi, an
aide to the governor of

Charmahal-va-Bakhti-
yari province.

Iranian television sa-
id the landslide oc-
curred Wednesday but
government officials le-
arned about it Friday.
Relief efforts began Sa-
turday.

The village, about 250
miles south of the capi-
tal, Tehran, is inhabited
by tribespeople who
herd cattle.

Roads to the village
are often cut for six
months each year be-
cause of heavy snow
and rain.

United Nations arms experts leave Iraq
BAGHDAD, Iraq (AP) — U.N.

weapons inspectors who completed the
first inspections of Saddam Hussein’s
palaces left Iraq on Saturday after failing
to find any new evidence of banned ma-
terials.

They found no sign that Saddam was
using the compounds to make chemical
or biological weapons, said Roger Hill,
the mission’s chief site inspector.

The inspectors had not expected to find
anything incriminating at the palaces,

which Iraq knew in advance would be
searched. U.N. monitors had stressed re-
peatedly that they wanted to set a prece-
dent of entering sites that Iraq had long
said were off-limits.

That has been accomplished, said the
mission’s leader, Charles Duelfer, who
added.

“We were able to conduct all the activ-
ities that we wanted,” he added.

He did not rule out more detailed in-
spections in the future.

Amnesty nets weapons in Bosnia 
By Stars and Stripes

TUZLA, Bosnia and Herzegovina —
Perhaps the best test of Bosnia’s weapons
amnesty program came when a young
boy approached U.S. soldiers and led
them to two anti-personnel mines near his
home.

The mines were discovered after farm-
ers had burned a field, a common Bosn-
ian method of clearing land of grass and
brush.

One mine was hidden in an old stove.
Its safety pin was secured with a piece of
wire. The boy told the soldiers late last
month that his uncle had “defused’’ the
mine and hid it to keep it out of the hands
of local children. The other mine was
found leaning against a tree at the edge of

the field, Stabilization Force officials
said.

Both mines were destroyed on site by
the Army Explosive Ordnance Detach-
ment from nearby Camp Dobol.

For the last month, the Bosnian govern-
ment — with the support of SFOR and
the U.N. International Police Task Force
— has emphasized collecting explosives,
ammunition and weapons. The program
is designed to reduce the quantity of mu-
nitions being stored in homes, barns and
garages by encouraging people to come
forward without fear of reprisal or legal
consequences.

In the American-supervised sector dur-
ing March, officials collected approxi-
mately:

• 900 anti-personnel mines.
• 100 anti-tank mines.
• 2,100 grenades.
• 270 mortar and artillery rounds.
• 550 small arms weapons.
• Nearly 170,000 rounds of small arms

ammunition.
However, “success is measured in more

than just quantity,’’ said SFOR
spokesman Lt. Col. Jim Cronin at Eagle
Base, near Tuzla. “Destroying any
weapons that can maim and kill people
helps to make Bosnia a safer place,’’
Cronin said. 

An organized effort to collect muni-
tions has been in place since January
1996, soon after NATO’s involvement in
Bosnia began.
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In The Stars and Stripes
10 YEARS AGO
April 5, 1988 —A spokeswoman for the Rev. Jimmy Swaggart’s church said the

evangelist may have violated its order barring him from preaching after the fallen
evangelist warned 3,000 worshippers against “gloom and doubt” during Easter ser-
vices.
20 YEARS AGO
April 5, 1978 — Singer Anita Bryant, who has been leading a drive against homo-

sexuality in Dade County, Fla., said in a Playboy magazine interview that she favored
prosecuting homosexuals as felons, with prison terms up to 20 years.
30 YEARS AGO
April 5, 1968 — The Post Office Department announced new regulations designed to

help the public half the flow of unsolicited advertising.
40 YEARS AGO
April 5, 1958 — Some 1,000 Britons, out on a march to Aldermaston, 50 miles east

of London, pledged to fight Britain’s continued manufacture of nuclear weapons.
50 YEARS AGO
April , 1948 — Some 4,000 Italians shouting “down with communism” attempted to
storm across the border into Yugoslavia after breaking up a Communist rally at Go-
rizia, Italy, but were turned back by border guard and Italian infantry. 

From The Associated Press
ATHENS, Greece — Brigitte Bardot

went out of her way to help some smug-
glers.

She asked Greek authorities to take
care of 14 mules found carrying auto-
matic weapons and hashish from Alba-
nia, reports said Friday.

The actress-turned-animal
rights activist said the
beasts are innocent and
deserve good care. Some
hay and a nice clean barn
would be nice, too.
More than 2 tons of

hashish and dozens of automatic
weapons have been found in the past
year strapped to the backs of mules, an
increasingly popular method used by
drug traffickers who watch from nearby
mountains.

In a letter to the Greek Embassy in
Paris on March 18, the French actress
called on authorities to “find a favorable
solution for the 14 innocent four-legged
animals.”

The mules already have been sent on
their way, none the worse for wear.

“We informed the foundation that the
mules were fed, watered and repatriat-
ed,” a public order ministry spokes-
woman said.

Cameos abound in ‘Mad’
LOS ANGELES — Mad About You

isn’t at sea about its season finale: Titan-
ic director James Cameron will make an
appearance, as himself.

Ellen DeGeneres also will appear in
the episode, playing a potential nanny
for Paul and Jamie Buchman — series
stars Paul Reiser and Helen Hunt. The
season finale is to air in the States May
19 on NBC.

The turnabout is fair play for Hunt,
who will appear in the May 13 season
finale of DeGeneres’ sitcom, Ellen.

Nothing Smokey about praise
BOSTON — Smokey Robinson came

to town singing the praises of a group
that finds role models for fatherless
boys.

“With all the teen violence and the vi-
olence in the schools ... it’s so important
for boys to have a role model to look up
to,” the Motown star said Friday in a
tribute to the Boston-area Big Brother
Association.

Robinson was guest of honor at an
awards ceremony honoring the Massa-
chusetts Bay Transportation Authority
for its efforts recruiting volunteers.

Bonded in Irons
LONDON — Britain traded pomp and

circumstance for showbiz at the Asia-
Europe summit, with Jeremy Irons tak-
ing center stage.

“East, West. Distinct. Diverse,” Irons
intoned from a darkened stage at the
Asia-Europe summit, with the actor giv-
ing live commentary for a video presen-
tation on East-West bonding. “The bond
between our regions is strong and get-
ting stronger all the time,” Irons said.

Pez-ants gather
to celebrate candy

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Up to
2,500 Pez fanciers met, swapped and
popped the little candy tablets from
collectible plastic dispensers this
weekend at the international Pez-a-
Thon.

“They remind you of your child-
hood,” said Linda Adams, a 48-year-
old San Jose software company ad-
ministrator. “They’re so cute and col-
orful and innocent. And they’re easy
to keep — it would be hell collecting,
say, pianos.”

Adams was eager to expand her col-
lection of 3,500 Pez dispensers, which
she displays behind glass.

Organizer Jim Presnal rolled up at
the convention hotel in a 1977 Dodge
covered with more than 1,400 Pez dis-
pensers.

“I had no concept of the history of
Pez when I started collecting 15 years
ago,” said Presnal, a 41-year-old soft-
ware developer and film school in-
structor. “But the next thing I knew, I
was totally spun up in all of this.”

Pez was invented in Austria in 1927
as a breath mint alternative for ciga-
rette smokers and sold in dispensers
shaped like cigarette lighters. The
name is derived from “pfefferminz,”
peppermint in German.

Fruit flavors and plastic heads were
added to the spring-loaded dis-
pensers after the candy was intro-
duced in the United States in 1952.

Bardot gives help to smugglers

Faces 
’n’

places

Brewery goes blonde
ST. LOUIS (AP) — Beer giant An-

heuser-Busch is offering the ladies a
drink.
The St. Louis-based brewery is test

marketing Catalina Blonde, a low-calo-
rie, low-alcohol beer aimed primarily at
women.
A bottle of the brew has 86 calories,

about 10 fewer than any of the compa-
ny’s other light beers. Its alcohol content
by volume is 2.5 percent, much less than
Bud Light’s 4.2 percent and Budweiser’s
5 percent.
Gary Hemphill, a consultant to the beer

industry, said he knew of no other brew-
er marketing a beer mainly to women.
“I really think this is about trying to

leverage every conceivable edge in the
marketplace,” said Hemphill, vice presi-
dent of Beverage Marketing Corp. 
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By  Associated Press
ST. LOUIS  — Mark McGwire remains

on his 162-home run pace.
McGwire became only the second

player in NL history to homer in the first
four games of the season, tying Willie
Mays’ record with a towering three-run
shot in the St. Louis Cardinals’ 8-6 victo-
ry over the San Diego Padres
Saturday.

McGwire has 12 RBIs, all
on home runs, and has home-
red in six consecutive games
dating to last season, when he
fell only three short of Roger
Maris’ record of 61 in 1961. Mays was 39
years old when he homered in four con-
secutive games for San Francisco in
1971.

The Cardinals led 3-2 heading into the
sixth when Royce Clayton and Delino
DeShields hit singled before McGwire
homered over the center-field fence off
Don Wengert.

In othe action, it was Reds 3, Dodgers
1;  Mets 7, Pirates 6, 13 innings; Cubs 3,
Expos 1; Giants 5, Diamondbacks  3;
Brewers 6, Marlins 2; Braves 5, Phillies
4; and Rockies 5, Astros 3.

In Cincinnati,  Brett Tomko, one of the

Cincinnati’s biggest concerns during
spring training, pitched a career-high
eight innings and singled home a run as
the Dodgers remained winless.

At 0-4, the Dodgers are off to their
worst start in 11 years

The Dodgers’ worst start since they
moved to Los Angeles is 0-5, a mark they
reached in 1970, 1976 and 1987.

Tomko, who missed three weeks of
spring training because of shoulder ten-
dinitis, had little trouble with the weak-
hitting Dodgers in his season debut, al-
lowing only three hits — a single, double
and triple — while striking out seven.
Los Angeles came into the game with a
.178 team batting average, second-worst
in the National League.

Ismael Valdes (0-1) took the loss.
In New York, Rich Becker’s single over

a drawn-in outfield in the 13th inning
gave New York its third win in its final at-
bat this season.

New York, which scored once in the
eighth an three times in the ninth to tie it
6-6, has played four straight one-run
games to start the year with two going to
extra innings.

The Mets, who led the majors with 47
comeback wins in 1997, tied it in the

ninth on John Olerud’s two-run double
and Butch Huskey’s RBI groundout.

Becker went 3-for-5 with a home run,
two walks and three RBIs. He also made
a diving catch to save two runs in the sec-
ond inning and threw out a runner at the
plate in the first. Turk Wendell (2-0), the
Mets’ seventh pitcher, pitched two in-
nings for the victory.

AP
The Reds’ Joe Nunnally is tagged out
by L.A. catcher Mike Piazza.  

4 games, 4 homers
for Cards’ McGwire

Spiezio’s slam lifts A’s past Yanks 
By Associated Press

OAKLAND, Calif. — Scott
Spiezio hit a grand slam off
David Cone during a five-run
sixth inning, and the New
York Yankees fell to 0-3 for
the first time since 1985, los-
ing to the Oakland Athletics
7-3 Saturday.

In his first appearance since
shoulder surgery on Oct. 17,
Cone (0-1) failed to hold a 3-
0 lead. Oakland trailed 3-2 be-
fore Spezio’s homer.

Jimmy Haynes (1-0) gave
up three runs in six innings.

Blue Jays 9, Rangers 2; Ori-
oles 2, Tigers 1; Devil Rays 8,
White Sox 2; Royals 3, Twins
2; Mariners 12, Red Sox 6;
and Indians 11, Angels 0.

In Toronto, Jose Canseco
and Mike Stanley hit consecu-
tive solo homers in the sixth,
and Woody Williams (1-0) al-
lowed both runs
and four hits in
seven innings,
striking out five.

Darren Oliver
(0-1), gave up
four runs and
seven hits in six innings. The
homers were the first Oliver
gave up in his last 51 innings
against Toronto.

Juan Gonzalez hit a two-run
homer for the Rangers.

In Baltimore, Scott Kamie-
niecki (1-0) allowed four hits
in six shutout innings, and
three relievers combined on

one-hit relief. Cal Ripken
drove in the go-ahead run in
the sixth, helping Baltimore
win its fourth straight.

Detroit dropped to 1-4 and
has scored only four runs in
its last 28 innings.

Greg Keagle (0-1) gave up
two runs and four hits in 5 1-3
innings, striking out five. Ar-
mando Benitez got two outs
for his first save, allowing a
home run to Damion Easley.

In St. Petersburg, knuckle-
baller Dennis Springer held
Chicago to six hits in 7 1-3 in-
nings and Fred McGriff, Rich
Butler and Mike Difelice all
homered for Tampa Bay.

The expansion Devil Rays
played the game under protest

after Chicago’s Frank Thomas
hit a disputed fourth-inning
home run that struck a cat-
walk in left field before com-
ing down in foul territory.

Difelice hit a three-run ho-
mer in the seventh and had
four RBIs. Quinton McCrack-
en and Dave Martinez each
had three hits and an RBI for
Tampa Bay, which became the
first expansion team to open
its inaugural season with five
straight games of 10-plus hits.

Thomas went 3-for-4 and
drove in both Chicago runs.

In Minneapolis, Jose Offer-
man led off the 10th with a
triple off Eddie Guardado (1-
1) and scored on Hal Morris’
grounder.
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Blues extend win streak to 5
By Associated Press

ST. LOUIS — Geoff Court-
nall scored his team-leading
30th goal and Pierre Turgeon
had two assists as the St.
Louis Blues extended their
winning streak to five games
with a 4-1 win over the slump-
ing Colorado Avalanche Sat-
urday.

Playing without
the NHL’s second-
leading scorer Peter
Forsberg, who is si-
delined with a groin
injury, the Avalan-
che have lost four in a row for
the first time since the team
moved to Colorado in 1995-
96. The Avalanche have sco-
red only three goals in those
four games.

Al MacInnis extended his
scoring streak to six games
with an assist on Courtnall’s
goal. Blues goaltender Grant
Fuhr made 20 saves to record
career win No. 380, moving
him ahead of Colorado’s
Patrick Roy and into fifth
place on the all-time list.

In other action, it was Red
Wings 3, Blackhawks 2; Cap-
itals 3, Kings 2; Panthers 4,
Flyers 1; Islanders 3, Rangers
0; Penguins 4, Lightning 1;
Hurricanes 1, Canadiens 0;
Sharks 5, Maple Leafs 3; and

Canucks 5, Stars 3.
In Chicago, Brendan Shana-

han scored with 2.8 seconds
left in regulation to lift the De-
troit Red Wings over the
Chicago Blackhawks.

Shanahan connected from

the slot on a rebound mo-
ments after Steve Yzerman
had won a faceoff in the
Chicago zone to the right of
Blackhawks goaltender Jeff
Hackett.

Martin Lapointe and Mir-
onov also scored for the Red
Wings. Kevin Miller and
Chad Kilger scored for Chica-
go.

Both goaltenders, Hackett
and Detroit’s Chris Osgood,
made some spectacular saves
to keep the game close. Hack-
ett made 33 saves and Os-
good, 27.

In Washington,  Peter Bon-
dra and Steve Konowalchuk
both had a goal and an assist
to help the Washington Capi-
tals stretch their home win-
ning streak to eight.

The Capitals took over
fourth in the Eastern Confer-
ence playoff race with 83
points.

Both Boston and Buffalo
have 81 with eight games left
while Washington has seven
remaining.

Hardaway, Heat scorch Charlotte
By Associated Press

MIAMI — Tim Hardaway scored 29
points as the undermanned Miami Heat
beat the Charlotte Hornets 101-88 Satur-
day night.

It was Miami’s first victory over Char-
lotte in four meetings this season.

Mark Strickland, filling in for injured
Miami forward P.J. Brown, scored 15
points. Duane Causwell, starting for in-
jured center Alonzo Mourning, grabbed a
season-high 14 rebounds for the Heat.

Charlotte’s Glen Rice, who had been
averaging 32 points against his former
team this year, scored just two on 1-of-6
shooting from the field.

Vlade Divac led the Hornets with 18
points, while Anthony Mason added 13
points and 10 rebounds.

Charlotte trailed by 40 points in the
third quarter before going on a 27-5 run
that cut Miami’s lead to 86-68 with 9:52
left in the game.

In other action, it was Nets 97, Knicks

94; Spurs 88, Warriors 80 in OT; and
Suns 90,  Trail Blazers 83

In East Rutherford, N.J., Sam Cassell
had 30 points, seven rebounds and seven
assists, and Keith Van Horn added 25

points as the New Jersey
Nets beat the New York
Knicks to boost their playoff
chances.

Kerry Kittles blocked
Charlie Ward’s 3-point at-
tempt as time ran out to pre-

serve the victory for the Nets, who held
on to eighth place in the Eastern Confer-
ence, one game ahead of Orlando and the
Washington Wizards for the final playoff
spot.

Allan Houston scored 29 points for the
Knicks who had their two-game winning
streak snapped.

New York is seventh in the East, 1 1/2
games behind Cleveland.

In San Antonio,  David Robinson had
24 points, 18 rebounds and seven blocks

as the San Antonio Spurs recovered after
blowing a big fourth-quarter lead to beat
the Golden State Warriors in overtime.

Tim Duncan had 20 points and 14 re-
bounds for the Spurs, who won their fifth
straight.

San Antonio trails the Los Angeles
Lakers by 2 1/2 games for the fourth
playoff spot in the Western Conference.

Jimmy Jackson scored 16 points for
Golden State, which has been eliminated
from playoff contention.

In Phoenix,  Antonio McDyess scored
23 points and Jason Kidd sparked a late
fourth-quarter run as the Phoenix Suns
won their fourth straight.

Phoenix, which snapped a four-game
home losing streak to Portland, trails the
San Antonio Spurs by 2 1/2 games for the
No. 4 playoff spot in the West.

Isaiah Rider and Brian Grant each had
23 points and 10 rebounds for the Trail
Blazers, who have lost two of their last
three games. 

AP

The Kings’ Philippe Boucher (right) hooks the Caps’
Adam Oates. 
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